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This Important Year
Editorial
by Rev Antoinette Schoenmaker

WE HAVE REACHED A POINT in the life of our spiritual fraternity that we
are celebrating a number of significant anniversaries. As an example, I
recently celebrated 20 years as Meritus, and Robert John has just celebrated
10 years. We have also had and will have a number of priests celebrating
their 30th anniversaries of ordination. All signs that we as an organisation
are maturing. Our Centre will turn 50 in 2019.
Later this year, in September, we celebrate a very significant anniversary:
21 years since the vision of a new expression of the priesthood was put
forward in 1995, the Year of Vision, and 20 years since the first free priests
were ordained in 1996. These years seem very close to us now as we
become able to some degree to see and appreciate what has grown and
been accomplished through the words and actions of the past.
This year of 2016 has been dedicated to Integration: Knowing the Self as
One. As a concept, this has a strong association with ’being centred’ and
‘reconciliation’, which have both been the spiritual focus for us during what
turned out to be pivotal years.
1985 was declared the Year of being Centred and it led us into the Year of
Blooming of the Rose in 1986. This was a time of great flowering and
richness of realisation and expression in our spiritual community. 1994, the
Year of Reconciliation, gave rise to the Year of Vision in which the concept
of a new expression of the priesthood was presented and worked with and
which in the following Year of Creation, 1996, came into manifestation.
As such this Year of Integration, with its strong relationship to centredness
and reconciliation, brings us into relationship with very significant years in
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our Centre’s life, years which were pivotal in terms of our ministry, purpose
and expression. Integration, being centred, reconciliation - all speak
strongly of the central work of the Order of Melchizedek.
All this leads me to believe that 2016 is a pivotal and important year which
will bring forth new expressions and experiences in our Centre community.
A watershed year. Taking this in, as well as realising the strengthening
relationship with the past, the future and the present, I feel a sense of
gratitude and honour that we as a community are still considered worthy to
work with and on behalf of the brotherhood.
This is why, in this edition of CentreCOMM,
with its new Autumn (Spring) timing, we
dedicate some space to these important
years, in particular the dedications of the
Year of Reconciliation and the Year of
Vision, knowing now that something very
important got going in those years, which
has brought forth the fruit we shall
celebrate later this year in September.

The past without the
future doesn’t make
sense, and the future
without the past also
leaves us without
foundation or anchor.

We also in this CentreCOMM will focus on
the dedication of this year: Integration,
Knowing the Self as One. There is already a
substantial booklet which explores this
focus and suggests ways of entering into this spiritual work, but, of course,
there is always more!

Knowing both our ancient divine origins and our divine destiny, knowing
both our past and our future, is an important aspect of integration. The past
without the future doesn’t make sense, and the future without the past also
leaves us without foundation or anchor. Some people only want the future
and the new; others only want the known and the past. There’s something
about being able to stand in the middle, knowing both, embracing both, that
for me is connected with integration and knowing the self as one.
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There are many other aspects to and pictures of integration. One obvious
one is a major issue facing the world at the moment with the great
movement of refugees and migrants, and the great work it takes on all sides
for these people to enter and become part of a new culture and country. We
experience this almost everyday when we are out and about. It is a call for
us to be less cosy and insular and to change and become bigger.
The influence of the antiforces, of Lucifer and Ahriman, in popular culture is
another area of life we can’t ignore, reject or even at times resist, but we can
acknowledge and learn how to make use of these forces, rather than being
used by them. This of course is an ongoing art we are learning.
There is the image of integration as a jigsaw puzzle and how our picture is
not complete until every piece is in the right place, and if one piece is
missing the picture remains incomplete.
Another great image of integration is the baking of a cake. All the
ingredients are set out before us. Everything we need is here. It is up to us
now to blend the flour, the sugar, the eggs, the butter, the flavourings, even
that pinch of salt. Getting the mix right is important, a light hand is also
important, but knowing we have all the ingredients is the most important
realisation of all.
One thing I find helpful when working with the year’s spiritual focus is to
have some other words and phrases, synonyms, for this focus. I have
already mentioned reconciliation and being centred. Other words include
embracing, enlarging, flowing, blending, balancing, and another phrase is
‘This is part of it’. All describe aspects of the work we are engaged in this
year.
Integration involves making connections. I remember the first time in a
Priest Conclave that we connected the Mass, the bread and wine, with
having a meal; that connection, which is completely obvious of course,
nevertheless opened up a great channel and vessel for the power of Christ
to be present in social situations. It added significance and a greater
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awareness to the ‘common’ things of life. This perception or vision is, of
course, very much at the heart of the new expression of the priesthood.
Bible metaphysics is all about connections, connecting the events of the life
of Christ as depicted 2,000 years ago with the population, movement and
experiences of our own inner life now. Making these connections allows the
spirit to be present in more of what we do, think and see.
The third area this edition of
CentreCOMM focuses on is the spiritual
season. We look back to Easter and
forward to Pentecost, the truly great
moments in the life of the spirit and the
life of this earth, and again we look for
the evidence, the signs of the spirit of
Christ working in us and around us.
These annual festivals are so helpful to
us in realising that we are growing in
consciousness and in love for Christ,
and that the spirit is more part of what
we do than we sometimes realise.
In this year we have prayed for a
greater connection with the life of
Christ, that day by day we may carry
within ourselves, fully accessible, the
images, memory and knowledge of his holy birth; the stories and wisdom of
his life on this earth; the love and power of his sacrifice and resurrection;
the enabling outpouring of his spirit. We pray this may live in us and
motivate and guide us, soften us and strengthen us in our interactions day
by day.
Integration, knowing the self as one … there is much we can do in this area,
and it is good that we do, but above all, it is about a knowing, a gnosis, an
experience. It is the hope of this experience that lies behind this
CentreCOMM.
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I AM ONE

Rev Frans Honigh

‘Christ unites’ is a well-known saying of Rev Mario. Let us see then
how Christ is working on his divine purpose to reunite mankind –
the whole creation! – and God. For already in the very beginning of
the history of humanity, things went wrong. The way of God and the
pathways of the human being are different.
God is One
In almost all great traditions the primordial divine unity is emphasized. In
the Old Testament, for instance, in Deuteronomy 6:4-5 the famous Shema
(or Sh’ma) is mentioned, the most important prayer that is said by the Jews
every day in the morning and in the evening:
Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
[Sh’ma Yisrael, Adonai Eloheinu, Adonai echad]
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your might.
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Shema Yisrael

And the prophet Isaiah says: I am the Lord, and there is no other, besides me
there is no God (Isa. 89: 9a) … for I am God, and there is no other; I am God,
and there is none like me. (Isa. 86 : 9 )
Similarly, also in Islam the unity and oneness of God is quite prominently
professed in the famous prayer line ‘There is no god but God’. The first part
of this shahada or ‘testimony’ – lā ilāha illā-llāhu – is also known as tahlīla
(Quran 3:62).
Also in not strictly monotheistic religions you can perceive an original
primordial unity. For example, in the myths of the New Zealand Maori you
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have the male god Rangi and the female god paradoxically called Papa –
who before the creation formed a unity, being entwined in a firm embrace.
Later in the creative process - as we will see shortly - that unity is disrupted.
The Pain of Separation: Nostalgia
In the Genesis story of Paradise there are two trees: the one of life and the
other of the knowledge of good and evil. So it is interesting to note that
already before the Fall evil apparently existed! That gives some food for
thought ...
We recognize ourselves in this story of Adam and Eve:
- in the estrangement from God by the lure of the snake
- in the estrangement and shame between both of them and towards
God;
- and finally in the expulsion from paradise.

In the Maori myth referred to before the original creator god Rangi (which
stands for ‘heaven’) and his consort Papa (which stands for ‘world’) were
driven out painfully from their tight embrace; and since then Ranginui (‘the
Great Sky’) governs as the divine Sky father and Papatuanuku is the divine
mother Earth, and her name literally means ‘separated world’.
Again a painful story of separation and shame, of nostalgia, that Greek word
that literally means ‘homesickness’, the painful longing for home.
-9-

The feeling of separation from the origin is a universal human theme.
Unity in Ourselves?
What about our own unity? Within ourselves and between people in
general? In practical everyday life, on a small and large scale, this unity is
often hard to find. We live fragmented, locked up in our bodies, our physical
conditions, our social connections, our cultural and psychological patterns.
And this fragmentation of life often leads to divisions, discord, tensions and
conflict in many areas.
The unity in our own being often runs short. We live in the moment and the
next moment there is something else. We are incomplete beings looking for
fulfillment, for change. Life means being in transition, a relentless stream of
changes and developments. Something drives us further and further, there
is something nibbling from within, we are looking for something else or
someone else and often we feel alone or isolated in this disenchanted
techno-world.

This feeling of separateness and being divided in oneself—from which the
journey towards wholeness and fulfillment arises—can be found in all
world traditions.
The Coming of the Divine Child
‘Advent’ we know means ‘coming’ or ‘arrival’ and with that the coming of
the Christ is meant, in the birth of the child Jesus in Bethlehem. In the
religious folklore that has developed over the centuries the new life of this
divine child has been sung about in all kinds of ways. A mood of glad
expectation is awakened in us and feelings of tenderness at the pure beauty
that surrounds it all.
Yet amidst all the festive hype that surrounds this actually heavenly event
on earth we have lost the spiritual plot; flooded by external images and
impulses we completely forget that we ourselves are the actors on that
stage.
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And so we listen full of admiration and amazement to the story of the three
wisemen from the East – the three ‘magi’ – who came to offer their gifts to
this newborn child. We forget that it is us who need to embark on a journey
and leave behind the well-known and trusted entourage of our lives to
follow that inner star, that heavenly light beacon in the firmament of our
inner cosmos. That it is we ourselves who must dig up from the depths of
our own soul the gifts of spirit to offer to our I AM, that divine element in
ourselves. That is our ‘spiritual worship’, as Paul says.
Parousia: the Divine Indwelling
The odd thing is that the concept of ‘the coming’ – adventus in Latin – is
actually based on an incorrect translation of the Greek word parousia. We
can translate this word as ‘presence’ but its full significance involves more
than just ‘being there’. It is the actual, powerful and meaningful presence of
the Christ in us, with us, which serves to fulfil a holy and wholemaking
purpose: the reunification of the human being and their divine origin.

Christ is the one who lifts the rift of duality into the unity of divine love. We
read in this context two Bible texts:
For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and
has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us …
In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy
temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually into
a dwelling place for God. (Eph 2:14-16,21)
And the second text is from the Gospel of St John 17:
As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that
the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have
given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in
them and you in me, that they might become completely one, so that the
world may know you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. (Jn 17:20–23)
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In Dutch this text talks about the ‘greatness’ that God gives us. In Greek that
is doxa and in Hebrew kawod and we do more justice to that concept if we
describe it as: glory, majesty, splendour, lustre. As we pray in the Cosmic
Mass:
Glorify us with the glory we had when we dwelt with you.
The Danger of Pseudo Solutions
We see and know this desire for reunification and becoming whole. It is
often projected unconsciously outside ourselves - onto family, relationships,
our home country, the ideology we adhere to. These are strong latent forces
in the human being and in society as a whole – ‘to belong’. Here is also the
great danger and the seductive appeal of totalitarian ideologies, political
and religious extremism, and for instance the misleading urge towards a
compulsive conformist endeavor to unify within organisations on the basis
of status and power.
Spiritual and esoteric wisdom teaches us that we can only experience our
fulfillment and wholemaking as we connect and unite ourselves with the
ground of our own being, our I AMness, our true self, the Christ in us.
Our Task as a Consciousness Soul
We live in the spiritual development period of the ‘consciousness soul’ as
Rudolf Steiner called it. We are called and challenged to gather our
strengths and qualities in order to bring these under the direction of the I
AM; in short, to become integrated unified beings. For the first time in the
history of the human being we can develop as independent, individual and
spiritually conscious beings. This is a direct result of the incarnation of
Christ here on earth, his advent, his pulsating presence within us.
This integration is not an easy process. We often learn only by injury and
shame, in toil and sweat, to develop our individuality. All the fragmentation
and division we encounter are learning situations and tests for us.
In this process it is of the utmost importance that we ‘own’ our life
experiences, that we courageously accept these on an essential level and
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take responsibility for them. Individuality
means literally ‘undividedness’, when we are
able to experience all the swings and changes,
all the differences and distinctions that we
encounter in life with an unbroken, integrated
consciousness, with an unshakeable
equanimity which the old Epicureans called
ataraxia, literally ‘unshakeability’. How far we
still have to travel ...
It reminds me of the lines from the Chalice
Prayer:
… the serenity of your peace which nothing can destroy.
Emptying of Self: Kenosis
The spiritual father of ‘psychosynthesis’, the Italian psychiatrist Roberto
Assagioli, suggested that we first have to lay down all external
identifications in order to create space for the rediscovery or uncovering of
our true self. He calls that process dis-identification. In Christian mysticism
that process is called ‘emptying’, kenosis in Greek. And again the Chalice
Prayer comes to mind:
A vessel emptied of self
Accept O Lord this our emptiness
and so fill us with yourself …

In this dark night of the soul we leave behind all that we know, all the roles
we have taken on, all the standards we have looked upon as external laws,
all the limiting belief systems – all that we leave behind, in order to be open
to the wholemaking, healing Christ Spirit within us, the spirit of unity and
love.
From an address given on Advent Sunday 2015
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IT MAY NOT BE OBVIOUS from the writings of the gospels, but the whole of
the resurrection story is a play between light and darkness. It is emphasised
in John’s Gospel from the beginning where it is written: The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
Darkness means unconsciousness and light indicates consciousness. If we
keep that in mind we may get a better understanding of the flow of the
resurrection story and the implications for our own consciousness. For we
are awaiting the revelation of the third consciousness - a greater and deeper
understanding of the mysteries of life and the cosmos. Also we are awaiting
- 14 -

a widening and deepening of our own consciousness, one that goes beyond
the limitations in which we at present live. We feel these limits constantly
within our thinking and thoughts.
Let us see this play between light and darkness. We find, for instance, Jesus
on the Thursday night before Easter breaking bread and sharing wine as the
high priest of the Order of Melchizedek with his intimate disciples. St Paul,
who recalls that event in clairvoyant vision, writes:
On the night in which he was betrayed he took bread ... (1 Cor 11:23)
These are the words we always use during the consecration in our Cosmic
Mass. And really these words mean: In the night, in the darkness of
unconsciousness, the disciples were not fully conscious of what was
happening and what was going to happen. They did not realise the fullness
of the mysteries of Golgotha even though they participated in this holy meal,
this first agape, with the hope for a glimmer of light to come, for at that
stage their souls were still in darkness.
It was for the combating and the conquering of darkness that Christ
commenced the last part of his earthly journey with the breaking of bread,
saying, ‘This is my body, this is my blood, which I break and pour out for
you, so that you may have light and life and consciousness.’
Then we find Jesus hanging on the cross on that first Good Friday. There he
uttered the seven precious words from the cross which are so powerful and
so full of meaning. But at the end when he died the forces of darkness again
descended, for the scriptures tell us that the sun hid its face and darkness
was upon the earth. And again this indicates unconsciousness. The people
who were present at the crucifixion did not really know what was
happening. Their consciousness was still in darkness. They were
unknowing, but not necessarily unfeeling. But it was for the greater
consciousness that Christ died. He died for the whole world so that each and
every human being could participate in the light that will shine in the
darkness of our being.
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Easter Saturday followed. This is the day of death in esoteric circles.
Funerals, memorial services and Soul Masses should be celebrated as much
as possible on Saturdays. Christ lived in other realms during the Saturday,
the realms of the dead, where everything is dark and consciousness cannot
fathom the depths of God's wondrous grace and power.
Then we come to the Sunday. The words of St John in his description of the
resurrection are full of depth and significance.
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the
tomb early while it was still dark.
It was in the darkness of the first day that Mary discovered the empty tomb.
There was still the unconsciousness; she was still unable to fathom the
greater, deeper and higher substance of the divine plan for the human race,
but there was the promise of the dawn of a new consciousness, for the sun
would rise, bringing light, newness, a fresh beginning and a freedom from
unconsciousness, a freedom to explore and grow from within out, a freedom
to expand consciousness and have that light and life of the Christ - the risen
Christ within us.
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We live and are reborn time and time again in order
that we may have a greater consciousness.

It was St Paul who more than any other disciple understood the depth of the
resurrection story. He could write to his people and express the intensity of
his own longings, in the following words:
Oh, that I may know him and the power of his resurrection. (Phil 3:10)
Through the mystery of Easter we can come to a greater knowledge, a
greater consciousness of what is laid aside for us, not only in eternity but
also day to day and moment to moment.

We live and are reborn time and time again in order that we may have a
greater consciousness. Each time you are reborn your consciousness will be
expanded, but I would rather see this consciousness being used and
expanded right now in our midst than wait for the long painful process of
being reborn and living the kind of lives that we have lived til now.
Each moment of our life should be directed towards that greater
consciousness, that impulse of the risen Christ living within us. That is the
greatest of all miracles, not only that Christ rose with his physical body
transformed, but that he gave us light in the darkness of the
unconsciousness of our empty souls.
That light which he has given us, we take with us into the higher worlds,
into the spiritual worlds. With that light we can see and know not only
where we are and what we are, but with whom we are communicating.
It is necessary therefore in this life to enlarge and expand our consciousness
and start realising who we are, why we are here and who we are
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communicating with. Do we communicate with those who will assist us in
enlarging our consciousness? Do we realise the preciousness of our own
being and the treasure that we have within us which is Christ, the Risen
One? Or do we just bumble along from day to day not setting our goals and
purposes, not knowing, not realising and perhaps not even wanting the light
of consciousness?
As it is said in the Gospel of St John,

And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the
world, and men loved darkness rather than light. (Jn 3:19)
It is interesting that it was Mary Magdalene who found the open grave.
Mary, who had tasted life and knew the secrets and the experiences of
physical pleasures to the full. Her name really means ‘love’ and she
indicates the feminine soul that is within all of us. To express this softness,
this love, indicates your elevation to a higher consciousness, for this
softness, this femininity of soul, seeks for the light.
Mary was most likely full of sorrow and inner pain as she hastened to the
grave to embalm the body and prepare it for a proper funeral. She was still
in the darkness. But when she came to the grave and saw the stone rolled
away she knew that the bonds of the past were broken, the old had passed
away and all had become new, as St Paul was to write later. She realised
that the limitations on consciousness had been slashed, and that a newer,
greater consciousness was rising.
Please understand, that at first she was in darkness during those terrible
three days. Then early in the morning, at dawn, she experienced a semidarkness or semi consciousness. Then, when the sun rose above the
horizon, and it became lighter and lighter, full consciousness was hers to
stay. She realised not only a greater consciousness but that Christ the Lord
was risen.
And so it may happen to all of us. It would be a great pity if we stayed
- 18 -

looking for a dead Jesus. It would be a pity if we didn't see the living, the
powerful, the greater within our own being and the beings of others.
And even though at the beginning, like Mary, there may be doubts in our
minds and hearts, and we may feel sad because life has not given us what we
wanted, the moment you start realising that Christ is alive within your soul,
the moment you realise that the stone is rolled away from your
consciousness, the burdens
are gone and there is a new
beginning. The past no
longer has any power over
you. Then indeed you
become the one who
realises that Christ is risen
within your being.
I often contemplate the
being of Mary for she
personifies to me a love that
knows no death. Love never
sees death as the end, for
love is a continuing fact.
Love cannot be broken. Love
remains, regardless of what
may happen. Love goes
beyond the portals of death
and finds the beloved. Love
is as strong as eternity and
as abiding as life itself.
Mary couldn’t have believed
in death, for she went to the
grave. Love is not afraid. Love can face up to all things, no matter how sordid
or painful or bad. Love is strong, vital and endures forever. And because love
continues, it grows, it becomes superior, more powerful, greater. Love, as St
Paul put it, is the greatest of all.
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Easter places before us this great moment of the resurrection, when life and
light and a deepening and an enlarging of our consciousness was made
possible through the Christ deed enacted two thousand years ago. And of
course, much more could be said about this wondrous event and much
more could be said about the truths that esoteric knowledge gives us
concerning evolution and the evolutionary progress of consciousness.
Let us just take in that the Christ spirit now lives in the earth and around
about us in the etheric levels of this world. The Christ spirit is now able to
fill our hearts and our minds to the full
with his light, love and life. And it is
because of that we can greet each other,
‘Christ is in you, the hope of glory.’
Let us take in that we have yet another
year in which we can enlarge our
consciousness and come to grips with the
mysteries that are set before us. I wish
that you would reach out to that greater
consciousness that is waiting for you.
Enlarge your mind, allow your
imagination to work; allow the images to
come into your consciousness and then
start seeing the wider, the greater scope of life itself in which you and I have
a greater part to play. The more conscious we become of life itself the more
we can assist in the evolution of the world, so that with all its inhabitants,
with all the souls still waiting to incarnate, it may become transformed and
the light of Christ will triumph.
I pray this Easter has brought to you the greater awareness, the greater
consciousness, the greater light, the greater life, through our Lord, the risen
Christ.
Excerpts from the 1995 Easter Sunday Meriti Mass .
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2,000 Years
of Mighty Rushing Wind

This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: And in the last days it
shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh;
and your sons and your daughters shall prophecy, and your young
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; yea,
and on my menservants and my maidservants in those days I shall
pour out my Spirit; and they shall all prophesy. I will show wonders
in heaven above and signs on the earth beneath, blood, and fire, and
vapor of smoke; the sun shall be turned into darkness and the moon
into blood, before the day of the Lord comes; the great and manifest
day. And it shall be that whoever calls upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved. (Acts 2:17-21)
SO IT DEPENDS THEN on whether you want to be saved. Do you?
Regardless of spirit, regardless of the sun being darkened and the moon
turning to blood, regardless of prophecies, dreams, visions … do you want to
be saved?
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Let's have a look. One of the great problems of human nature is that we fail
to understand, first and foremost. Secondly, if we do understand we only
understand that which surrounds us, which happens to be about one square
metre - that's all we understand. We fail to see the momentous, tremendous
overall impact.
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one
place. And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And
there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on
each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
(Acts 2:1-4)
Did you listen to that? A sound of heaven like wind, did you hear that?
That's Pentecost 2,000 years ago. 2,000 years of this mighty rushing wind.
120 people were in that upper room, of whom, so legend tells me, Holy
Mary, the mother of Christ, was the centrepoint and distributor of those
gifts: the tongues of fire sitting upon every one of them, the speaking in a
different language, a different tongue, a different culture.
We are so short-sighted, aren't we? We materialise the word of God. We
take that which is spiritual and put it into something concrete. Fools we are,
utter fools. That's why we never read the next part of Acts which quotes the
prophet Joel. So what is happening in Acts was foreseen long ago by the
prophets: they saw what would happen once the Christ entered into this
world.
I want you to see what Christ does to our evolution. Even if you can't see
what Christ has done for you as a person, please would you see what his
impulse has done for evolution; for in my humble understanding our
evolution is going the way it should. There's no mistake about it; you may
not like it but then you only see it from your little square metre point of
view, don't you? You don't really see the overall thing as the prophet Joel
could.
- 22 -

In those days it shall be, God declares ... God decrees. So there is a decree of the
Gods, which means it's going to happen whether you like it or not.
The decree is as follows: Sons and daughters shall prophesy, young men
shall see visions, old men shall dream dreams. That is the declaration of the
Gods. Now you can literalise that, like my Baptist friends would and my
Pentecostal friends and all the fundamental religions throughout the world,
but I would ask you to forget that; for that's precisely not what it means.
We are dealing here with a declaration of the Gods and a declaration of the
Gods is not subject to our limited understanding. Who do you think you are
that you can understand God? Why not subject yourself to that spirit of God
and say to yourself: Okay, somehow I want to understand what it means,
somehow I want to be part of that, somehow I want to know what the Gods
are going to do in evolution.
Let us understand first and foremost what God means by ‘the last days’. Do
you come from the fundamental churches, some of you, where they preach
about Jesus' coming? And have you read in these devotional things you get
in the newspapers that preachers haven't changed their preaching over the
last 50 years. Jesus is still coming as they preached 50 years ago. So what's
meant by ‘the last days’?
Well, I have a very funny consciousness. If I, for instance, visit Perth then I
measure within myself how long I shall be in Perth, say 10 days - especially
if I have to do 20 readings. As soon as I pass the 10th reading I know that I
have passed the middle, and I'm working towards the end of my stay. I do
this when I'm on holidays, I do this when I stay with people, I do this in
terms of everything; as soon as I pass the middle I know that either the best
or the worst is past. Well, there is no doubt that this world is past its middle
point. One doesn't need to be a prophet to see that.
If in evolution we have passed our midpoint then let's look at the world.
Have you noticed something about the world ‑ it is at the end of its
resources. It is ludicrous now to stop uranium. Don't you see that we are at
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the end of our resources? Mother Earth has had it, can't you see that? You
can't go back to Mother Nature. Mother Nature doesn't want you anymore.
You don't realise it yet. You don't realise that Mother Nature has a will of
her own, and after you have rejected her for 1600 years, do you think that
Mother Nature is going to take you back, just by you living in the bush? Oh
no, no, no.
What you have to understand is that the spirit that was poured out 2,000
years ago took around 1,500 years to begin to manifest. Now it is manifest.
You see it manifest in our sons and our daughters who prophesy. Oh you
and I don't hear our sons and daughters doing that, as you don't hear the
yearning of creation St Paul spoke of in Romans 8 where the whole creation
groans to return to God. We don't hear that. We call our young people
dropouts. We call them beatnicks. We call them by all sorts of names
because they are prophesying something to you and me and you don't hear
it. Oh, they don't hear it either. I'm not saying that they know it, no way, but
something is stirring within them which you can't say is stirring within you
and me.
I think there is another thing stirring too; the greater manifestation of the
feminine within the male and a greater manifestation of the masculine
within the female, don't you think? The amalgamation. We're not so
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It wasn't just the rushing of the mighty wind and the
speaking in tongues and all the things we think are so
wonderful; no, something was imparted into this earth
which affected your soul.

interested anymore in the outer. We want to know about the inner. What
does your inner have to say to me?
Yes, your sons and daughters shall prophesy and they are, if you listen, if
you listen carefully to the deep inner cry.
Our young men shall see visions; and it's getting time don't you think? It's
getting time that we men get up and say, ‘You women have been
prophesying long enough. You have been seeing visions long enough.’ You
know that women have been seeing visions from the Lemurian period
onwards? Don't you think it's about time we get a chance?
Look at history. A lot of people tend to forget history. They only look, as I
said, at the square metre around them and that's all they understand. Look
at history, where the women who were the priests in the Lemurian period
were also the visionaries and the teachers. Go back to the old countries,
dear friends from Italy and Greece. Who rules your countries, your homes?
Go back to the Old Testament. Who were the ones who brought Israel into
line and gave them a new vision? The women, there's no doubt about it.
They were the ones, they were the visionaries. They've always had it, they
were always in the foreground; so now you young men, you better start
seeing visions too.
You women weren't allowed to climb trees when you were young, and I
wasn't allowed to play with a doll. I asked my mother one day, ‘Mummy can
I also knit socks?’ (My mother was good at knitting socks.) My father, bless
his good Leo heart, said, ‘Men will not knit socks!’ Oh my God, big father,
little me. So I never learnt to knit socks. Why was I not allowed to knit socks
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and why weren't you allowed to
climb trees? Why did my sister get
a doll and why did I get a toy
hammer? Wrong isn't it? You boys
cry and daddy will be on to you. But
for a girl or a woman to cry it is
okay.
But it has changed, hasn't it? Ever
since that Christ spirit came into
the world. He has buggered up so
many things you have no idea; you
have no idea. When this event of
Pentecost came, it wasn't just the rushing of the mighty wind and the
speaking in tongues and all the sorts of things we think are so wonderful;
no, something was imparted into this earth which affected your soul. You no
longer say to yourself, ‘I'm a male therefore I must act as a male,’ or ‘I'm a
woman therefore I must act as a woman.’ You now say to yourself, ‘I'm a
soul.’ That is the result of the spirit.
Regardless of what body you occupy, whether it be male or female, that isn't
going to stop you now … or is it? For if it is going to stop you, you belong to
the old; then you don't belong to the new. So you men have to come to grips
with your femininity, and you females must come to grips with your
masculinity. Don't overdo it. Come to grips with it I said. Harmonize it I said.
Put it together into one whole.
Old men will dream dreams. Do you know that old people can't dream? It's
to do with their astral. It's to do with the etheric. It's to do with the
hardening. It's simple. The older you get the less dreams you have. The
older you get the more captivated you are within the shell that you have
built, unless with training and practice you've changed that; but the
workings of the Christ event will change that. It will prevent the hardening
of your astral so the soul shall always be able to flit in and out of heaven and
dream dreams, regardless of how old the body becomes.
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Oh, we aren't at the end of the world yet. The sun hasn't darkened, and the
moon hasn't turned to blood. There are many countries yet that have to be
liberated; there are still in many countries men and women suffering under
the yoke of their religion and their governments. There will be bloodshed
for sure. There will be revolution for sure. We can't stop that, it is part of a
progress of Christ, understand that. And there are other consequences we
haven't seen yet. The end is not yet.

Understand the significance of your own incarnation please; understand the
reality of your own being; understand the struggle that is associated with
your own inner self and the need to express that soul of yours;
Have you ever called on Christ? Not the Christ your antique religion has
painted but Christ the Lord of your Being, the real you, the real you. Have
you ever called upon the real you? Have you ever dared for a moment to set
that real you free? Don't let that real you sit idle, will you. Especially when
you feel lost and confused, call upon it.
Have you ever talked to yourself? It is an indication of a psychological
disorder if you talk to yourself, so that's wonderful, isn't it? I always talk to
myself - in the mornings, in the afternoons, at night, if I am hassled. I will sit
down and I will say to myself, ‘Now Mario, let's have a little get together.’ Do
you do that? It's wonderful. That's talking to your real self. It's ten times
better than saying, ‘Oh Lord help me,’ for after all that Lord in the finality is
you, isn't it?
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Being saved means becoming a total human being, fully
expressive with all the qualities that belong to the
divine spirit.

That's what our text is saying: If you call upon the Lord, you shall be made
whole. Forget the idea of heaven. Do I want to go to heaven? No way! I think
it's much more fun in hell really. That type of teaching is for children. Forget
it. We don't even teach it to our children.
No, wholeness lies in my integration as a soul, as a being. I don't care what
body I occupy. The next body I have will be something totally different, and
some of the bodies you had in the past you ought to be ashamed of; so make
sure that your next body is a better expression and make sure this body of
yours now is an expression of what you really are inside. Then you shall be
made whole. That's what being saved means: to become a total human
being, fully expressive with all the qualities that belong to the divine spirit.
From the Pentecost Cosmic Mass, 17th June 1984

Honour and recognise the Spirit
working in you.
Celebrate Pentecost on Sunday 15th May
in The Centre communities in
Adelaide Holland Melbourne Wellington
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Let this grace and peace
come to us
that we may find the inner reality

ST PAUL USES A SALUTATION that we rarely find in the letters or books of
other biblical writers. He writes:
Grace to you and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ. (Phil 1:2)
Of course we have read this hundreds of times but have you never stood
still and asked why St Paul says this? Why does he put grace and peace
together? Where, for heaven sake, does he get this from?
Both Greek and Jew: In Christ We Are all at One
We are so used to it that we don’t even think about it, yet the word ‘grace’ is
in Greek a greeting. The Greeks would always open or close their letters
using the word charis, from which we have our English word ‘charm’. ‘Grace
be unto you.’ They didn’t mean, of course, the sweet theological grace. They
meant something totally different. The word ‘grace’ in the Greek, the word
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charis, really means to have joy, pleasure, beauty, brightness, and it’s only the
Greeks who would use this word.
The word ‘peace’ is actually a Jewish word, shalom. In Greek it is the word
irenae from which we have the name ‘Irene’, which also means ‘peace’. It is
interesting that it was only the Jews who would use that word as their
greeting. So what St Paul was doing, and he was the first, was to put the
greetings of two great nations together into one. He was signifying thereby
that in Christ there is no differentiation between one nation and another, or
between one nationality or another, that in Christ we are all one. This is
what he wanted to signify first and foremost.
His second motivation was to tell them what he really wished them and, of
course, he wished them the pleasure, the joy, the beauty which comes from
God and from our Lord Jesus Christ. He was saying that if you have a
relationship with God and a relationship with Christ then from that
automatically springs beauty, joy, and pleasure.

Peace – To Weave Together
Grace and peace. To the English-speaking world the word ‘peace’ means ‘an
absence of trouble’, which of course is a negative definition of peace, what it
is not, and Paul wasn’t talking about that. For Paul was in trouble, believe
me, he was in bonds, in jail, and he was writing to a church that was being
persecuted. Was he really going to wish them absence of trouble? No, no
fear, he’s not.
By ‘peace’ he means their total wellbeing, everything for their highest good,
but that is not really what the word irenae means. The word shalom may
mean that but Paul wrote in Greek so we have to go deeper and ask what
did he really mean by using that word irenae, apart from saying I hope that
everything is well with you.
The word irenae in the Greek really means ‘to weave together’ as a weaver
weaves his pattern and the whole thing becomes beautiful to the observer
when the pattern is finished.
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He is talking here about relationships surely. He’s talking about our
relationship with ourselves, he’s talking about our relationship to God, he’s
talking about our relationship to our surroundings, and he says, ‘I wish that
you were joined together, like a weaver joins his pattern.’ If you can do that,
if you have relationships in this way, then peace will be your portion.
Now I can think this through, which I do, and then I wonder how you can
join or weave together not only your own personality but one another as a
group? Then I suggest that this joining together is born out of what I call
reconciliation, for unless we reconcile ourselves we can never be joined
together. We can never be woven into a pattern together.
The First Level of Reconciliation: Our Relationship with Self
And of course reconciliation lies on different levels. First it is with ourselves,
for unless I can reconcile my outer with my inner there will always be
conflict. And perhaps the reason we have conflict so often may well lie on
this level. We haven’t totally and fully reconciled ourselves with ourselves;
that is, accepted ourselves.
I’ve often said, ‘Be grateful for what you are. You don’t have to be satisfied
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with it, but you can be grateful.’ Don’t look upon yourself as somebody who
will never attain. Look at yourself as one with potentials not yet attained
but in the process of becoming. That’s reconciliation.
The Second Level of Reconciliation: Our Relationship with Others
The second area is our relationship with each other. I am most positive that
the more we understand ourselves the more we understand our fellow
human being and the more patience we can have with them. The more you
understand, the more you walk in their shoes, the more you realise their
motivations because you understand your own. Then you reconcile them to
yourself in a sharing.
I think I had one of the loveliest experiences I’ve had for a long time, yes I
did, last night. I came home very tired. I had what I call a hell of a day
yesterday or, as my friend would say, ‘I moved from one level of
consciousness to another in rapid succession.’ I came home just after
midnight and there was a visitor sitting there. I thought, ‘Oh my God! … Be
nice Mario, be nice.’ So I sat down and, as we talked, we started sharing. It
was one of those things that sometimes happens, unexpectedly, unasked
for, not willed nor motivated. At 1am I said, ‘Well I think it’s getting time,’
and I more or less opened the door and said, ‘May God bless you.’ Then he
was outside on the verandah still looking at me and suddenly he just threw
his arms around me and held me and then he left quickly.
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I thought, well now, that is reconciliation, that is sharing, where two people
have for a single moment become one in the fellowship of God, where for a
moment you feel the deeper vibrations of the one who is sharing with you,
and that you will always hold precious.
The Third Level of Reconciliation: Our Relationship with God
Then there is the third area which is reconciliation with God. And here is
where we make mistakes at times in our understanding of God. We often
have a picture of God which is far above the possibilities of our own
attainment. That is, we have made God so far removed from our own
beingness that we find it impossible to reach God, and because it is
impossible for us to attain God we cannot reconcile ourselves with him, for
every time we compare ourselves with God we fall short.
You know, we say that God is perfect love and then we look at ourselves and
we say, ‘Yuk!’ We say God is perfect forgiveness and then we look at
ourselves and say, ‘Yuk!’ and so on, and so consequently we cannot
reconcile ourselves with God. But if we could bring God to our level of
consciousness, so he is not so far removed but more an inward moving
capacity, something which is an
integrated part of you, then the
imperfections which you have you
share with God, and what you think
is so imperfect may not be so
imperfect in the sight of God. After all
it is your own interpretation of
perfection or imperfection, of
sinfulness and not sinfulness, is it
not? It is certainly not God who with
a thundering voice came one night
and told you how bad you were. It is
only because of what you understand
goodness and perfection to be.
Because you haven’t reconciled
yourself with him on that level of
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total self-acceptance, you’re constantly, what I call, fighting against the
walls, trying to break through and you can’t break through. Now that is
what we have to realise, understand and grasp within ourselves.
The Keys to the Inner Truth
Let this grace - that is this unification - and this peace - this reconciliation come to us. Let it come from God our Father, the integrating force within us,
and from Jesus Christ, the ideal human being as we know him in Jesus and
which we know we can attain. Let this grace and peace come to us so we
may find the inner reality.
An excerpt from Rev Mario Schoenmaker’s first discourse on St Paul’s Letter to the Philippians,
given on 3rd September 1975 during the Search for God.

www.CentreBooks.org.au
To be whole, harmonious
beings, to know the Self as
One, to bring a greater
alignment between our
spiritual life and our
physical life, our values and
our actions ... to make use
of all of ourselves
purposefully.
A5 BOOKLET: $20.00
plus shipping and handling

E-book: $15.00
(iBook or PDF)

- 34 -

We know you are slowly unfolding to us
the mysteries of creation,
of ourselves and our goal within the universe.
We thank you for that privilege
and the gentleness with which you reveal yourself to us.
We dedicate this year to you.
We are your children, we are your tools.
We are the means through which your spiritual truth
can filter into the world at large.
And as we dedicate this year so we dedicate ourselves,
all that we are, all that we have, all that we hope for, all that we believe.
We dedicate our likes and dislikes, our loves and hates.
We lay them at your feet, O Father.
In grace accept our gifts so that we may be more worthy
to be the proclaimers of your word, your truth, your life, your love.
This we pray in the name of Christ.
So shall it be.
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IT HAS BECOME A CUSTOM in The Centre that at the beginning of the year
we receive from the Gods, from our Brotherhood, the guidance for what the
new year must actually portray.
This year when it came to me I rebelled. I didn't want that direction. Yet
when what it meant was revealed to me a certain glory filled my soul, a new
hope sprang up within me, as if something is going to happen this year on
the spiritual level which will, no doubt, have consequences in our material
world and in our personal lives.
This year, 1994, is dedicated to Reconciliation. This is a word that perhaps
does not belong to our modern English vocabulary, for we hardly hear the
word. Yet if we read the Bible we understand the purposes of this year. In
Romans 5 it is plainly stated that Christ died for the ungodly and brought
about reconciliation between us and the heavens through the mystery of
Golgotha.
By ‘ungodly’ is not meant someone who is bad, it means someone who is cut
off from the heavens, who has no communication with the Gods, one who
has lost his or her spiritual perception. Reconciliation means bringing back
that spiritual perception, so that something springs up within your soul
that enables you to perceive beyond the veil of earthly material things and
allows you to experience the riches of the heavens, your real home.
Reconciliation has something to do with karma as well. It has to do with
why you were born and why you are here. It has to do with the ancient
times when you were still in touch with the Gods, when you were the
instrument of the Gods. It has to do with unsealing, with opening your soul
and bringing about a new connection between you and the heavens.
There are people here and in other countries who, at the time of the
downfall of Atlantis, were sealed, which meant that whatever was within
them had to stay there - like money in the bank. It could not be used for
consecutive incarnations. The riches were there but could not be
appropriated. These souls have to be reconnected again, reconciled - united,
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as that word means - to become friends once more with God and the
heavenly kingdom.

When the unsealing takes place then the river that was damned will flow
freely again and set its course towards the ocean, as a river always does. A
river flows and gives life and sustenance. It doesn't notice the burdens, the
boats or the liners that flow along with it. The river can carry anything that
is heavy. The river will flow towards its eternal base. But first, the
reconciliation must take place.
The scene is set for the unsealing, but only when Christ possesses you,
only when Christ is number one. We tend to forget what Christ said, ‘Seek
first the Kingdom and all the other things that you are so worried about
will be given to you.’ How often have I told you that God is no man's
debtor?
Reconciliation means that we are in a right relationship with God, first and
foremost, and in a truthful relationship with one another. It means that we
respect one another as fraters and sorores, brothers and sisters, equal in
the sight of God. It also means that those who have responded to the call
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may now be unsealed, that is, opened. For the preparatory work has been
done and now this world needs you.
Small though we are in the sight of the world, we need people who can give
from the inner memories of their soul, from the inner riches that were
hidden which can now flow again in full abundance to others, with wisdom,
with power and benediction, with forgiveness, with freedom, with
acceptance.
To that I joyfully dedicate this year.
Lord, light up a candle in the souls of these my people.
Give them a glimpse of their own eternity
and of their own value and their own strength.
Lord, light up a light in their consciousness,
may they perceive the image with which they came to this world,
the image of the person they really wanted to be.
Let them not sink back into the clay of this world,
or lose themselves in the many paths that will be placed before them.
Grant them the picture, the image to dream,
through which they know they are reconciled, united,
combined with the heavens.
And may the blessing of the Brotherhood
and of the Gods that govern our life,
be with us all until we meet again.
So shall it be.

If we can stand as Christed people and if we can somehow instil, through our
prayers and meditations, light in the darkness then something new and
glorious will come about in years to come.
Excerpts from the New Year’s Eve
Dedication of 1994, the Year of Reconciliation
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO LIVE in a year in which reconciliation is the
uppermost principle?
Reconciliation is so difficult, for we always perceive ourselves as right and
the other as wrong. We always think that we know it and the other doesn't.
We always think that we have been wronged by the other and ‘we stick to
our guns’. Yet reconciliation means a surrender of these emotional feelings,
perhaps even a surrender of our own independence and individuality for
the sake of love - for reconciliation and love go hand in hand. They can
never be separated. One cannot talk about love and then do your own thing
regardless. One cannot be reconciled if you wilfully follow that which maybe
against the purpose of the whole.
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Surely, first and foremost, reconciliation applies to oneself. How much do
you love yourself? I mean that in an unselfish way. My experiences in life
have told me that very few people really love themselves. They are
constantly at war within themselves. They have constant problems. They
dig them out of the past and make them alive again. As long as you are at
war within yourself, you do not love yourself. To love yourself is to accept
yourself, in all your incompleteness and imperfection, with all your desires,
needs and wants, but also with all your purposes and goals to reach.
To love yourself is to respect yourself. You know that you are a dignified
being; that there is something divine within you. So, first and foremost, be
reconciled to yourself; embrace yourself. It is a fundamental metaphysical
principle which we have been teaching from the beginning. Yet it is a
principle which is so very hard to come to grips with.
Once you reconcile yourself to yourself,
you forgive yourself; you don't have
guilt, you don't live with guilt feelings,
you don't encourage your anger and
frustration; because anger and
frustration come out of a heart which is
divided, and often they mean that you
live in the past, not in the future.
Secondly, of course, you need to be
reconciled to God. How do you become
reconciled to God? I thought about this
for a while, after it became clear to me
what the word for the year would be.
First we have to start looking at
ourselves and ask, ‘What separates me
from God? What separates me from the
heavens, from spiritual realities?’
Hopefully you can acknowledge within
yourself that it is your material
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Reconciliation with God indicates, automatically,
a dedication to the purpose of your own soul.

thinking, your pride in self, your deafness and your blindness to spiritual
realities that separate you from God.
Christ made that reconciliation possible through his blood, which the whole
Bible is trying to tell you. We need to reawaken that inner knowledge, that
inner feeling that once upon a time we belonged to the heavens. We were
heavenly beings. We communicated with the Gods, with the angelic hosts.
At times, in my imagination, I try to visualise what it means to play with the
angels, like a child plays with its invisible mate. Delight in the colours. Let
your imagination just run, without trying to interpret it. Dream and let the
dream continue, not just as an observer, but as a participator. It means that
the faculties within us need to be reawakened, and this is what
reconciliation is all about.
It is through our ignorance, signified by the mythical story of the Fall, that
we became separated from the Gods, from paradise and that now an angel is
standing at the entrance with a flaming sword guarding the entrance, so
that only the worthy may enter - those who have been truly reconciled,
those who can truly love.
If you want to be reconciled to God this would indicate, automatically, a
dedication to the purpose of your own soul. You are not just a chance
happening. There is a purpose for which you and I were born.
Travelling all over the world, and meeting so many people and experiencing
the many different tongues, colours and cultures, one has to wonder about
the purposes of the Gods for these people. Yet there is purpose. The purpose
is to be connected again, to be reconciled. For that we need people, souls
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who are opened, who have a
true priestly nature, who can
bless, forgive, release and
accept, who can create miracles
in the hearts and the souls of
those around them. We need
instruments of God, like a
guitar or a violin, truly attuned.
That is your task, to be attuned
to the Gods.
There are people, souls, who
once upon a time were sealed
with what I call the seal of
promise - the Bible calls it the seal of the holy spirit. This mainly happened
in the land of Atlantis. The sealings took place so that whatever you had in
those days would not get lost but would always be within you. Other
faculties had to develop, and clairvoyant insight and communication with
the heavens would have hindered that.
For quite a few of you there were many difficult incarnations that followed,
even this one; working, making your living, struggling with family,
companions, relatives, maintaining a balance on the thinking and feeling
levels. It was much more difficult in the world than it was in the seclusion of
a cloister.
Many of you sinned against the opportunities which were given to you in
past incarnations. You took bribes. You allowed other forces to enter into
the charges which were given to you. You compromised. You broke vows,
and as such the opportunity to grow and to develop as a spiritual being,
together with your thinking faculties, was lost. The law says that when an
incarnation is not fully lived and all the opportunities taken, they will come
back to you again, but in much harder and more difficult circumstances.
Some of you are in those difficult circumstances today. It is much, much
harder now.
- 43 -

You have loves which are not accepted in the world. We may accept it
within the smallness of our community, but it is not accepted in the world,
and so you have to live a lie within the world. Loves which have to do with
the development of your own spiritual and physical natures, but which also
have to do with karma; love creates karma for good and for bad. But if you
can love, even though the world may frown upon it, then your love is
accepted within the heavens. You will progress accordingly, and shed the
layers of your karma.
When we speak about reconciliation, we talk about union, the bringing
together, the binding together with bonds of love which are unbreakable.
Love is an eternal moral value. If you have loved millions of years ago, that
love still stands today. If that love hasn't been responded to in past
incarnations, it will be stronger and more binding than ever, for love must
be surrendered to. Love cannot be ignored. Love is the ultimate, it is the
finality, before you can break through to the place where love is king and
ruler.

When you were sealed you were sent away to different areas. Some of you
may have gone to North America, some of you to the regions of Norway and
Finland, some to Hungary and Yugoslavia. Some of you travelled on to the
Gobi deserts. But wherever you travelled, as a male or a female, you
travelled as a priest, as a leader, as one who was sealed and who could
therefore no longer depend on the guidance of the Gods. The heavens were
closed. Some of you sinned in those bygone times by trying to depend again
on the old. Many of the gypsy tribes that we meet in Europe and Spain are
left over from that ancient sin of hanging on to atavistic clairvoyance.
But when you are sealed you are sealed. You have to develop your mind,
your intellect, your consciousness. You have to come to grips with your
masculinity, with your femininity. You have to combine it, unify it,
harmonise it. You have to be all things to all people.
What an important year this shall be. A climax is before us. The top of the
mountain has been reached. Individuality, intellect is developed to a greater
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or larger degree. Some of you therefore are ready for the unsealing process.
Sometimes this can happen very simply, very easily. Other times you may
have to go through trauma and torment before you surrender. It depends
on your love for Christ and how you understand your own individuality.
There will be an expansion of spiritual consciousness in the world, of which
you must be the stimulators, the very instrument of the Gods - but with
your thinking, with clearness of mind. You will not be a puppet as you were
in Atlantis, nor a medium as we perceive them still, but a clear thinking,
individual who perceives the light within self, who has glimpsed through
the curtain and seen the Christ in his etheric glory. Such people can sign the
final signature, the final vow which will determine the completeness of their
existence and the purpose for which they were born.
It is as if we are standing in an arena - a big, enormous, large oval field; how
small we are as a group. How insignificant when I look down upon that field,
in all its magnificent largeness; it is incomprehensible to my understanding.
It is as if you are just like a little spot, yet all around you it is as if the cosmic
beings are clapping. We are small, but not insignificant. As St Paul says, ‘In
weakness, Christ's strength will be fulfilled.’ It is not in largeness of
numbers; we've never looked for that. It is not the applause of the world,
but the applause of the heavens, and know that we are now ready for that
magnificent unfolding which is before us.
Excerpts from the New Year’s Day Meditation –
1994, Year of Reconciliation
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The Vision

Help us to lift ourselves from the parochial to the global,
and from the global to the cosmic;
from the cosmos to the hierarchy and from the hierarchy to you.
May we, who are bonded together by the bonds of love
and fellowship in Christ,
become more and more aware of what we are and can be.
May we perceive the vision that you have given us.
This we pray in the name of the Christ:
So shall it be.

THE CENTRE WAS FOUNDED upon a vision. Every move we made and every
bit of progress we achieved was born out of a vision: the vision of free
human beings. For that we sacrificed, for that we tried new things in order
to bring about that sense of freedom within the human heart and being.
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The veneer that has built up around you and the persona that you have
taken on because of education and culture have nothing to do with the
reality and purity of your being. Yet you cannot begin to discover what you
really are and what is really ticking within your soul unless you first have a
vision, a pure vision of yourself. You must have a vision - not of the
impossibilities, but of the possibilities.
As the Lord of Karma, Christ gave you a gift when you entered into this
body. He gave you a picture; he gave you a vision. This vision, which you
clutched so to speak in your hands, was of the perfect human being, such as
only Christ could be and was and is. Our earthly task is to discover within
ourselves that perfect picture. It is not to look for the mud or the pain, nor to
try to find out the reasons why, but rather to find the picture, the vision. If
you find it you will discover that beauty becomes important, and with
beauty comes creativity and with creativity comes fulfilment.
Once you have found what you really are, which is pure spirit, with a
tremendous capacity to love and to give, then you must extend your vision
outside yourself. You must discover that your vision encompasses more
than just your own persona. Then you will start realising the reality of spirit
in the hearts and the minds of others.
Go after that vision. Do it steadfastly - don't lose the momentum and the
impact. Do not become mediocre. To find yourself as a spiritual being is the
greatest thing you can ever discover, but to find a vision that is greater and
larger than you makes you a co-creator with the Gods and part of the
Brotherhood.
Therefore, my brethren, whom I love and long for, my joy and
my crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved. (Phil 4:1)

From the Dedication of 1995, the Year of Vision
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